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Peace and Joy in Trials

--Peter W

When our lives are smooth-sailing it is easy for us to talk about peace and joy. It is also easy to give praise and thank to
God. But can we do the same when we meet difficulties or in trials? James 1:2 tells us to count it all joy when we fall into
various trials. This is extremely difficult, but God wants us to grow in Life through various trials.

In the middle of July, I woke up one morning and felt that my right knee was swollen and hard to bend. Although I didn’t
have an injury, my parents thought maybe I did, so they tried to put an ice pack on it, but it didn’t help much and the swelling
was getting worse. Until the third day, my entire right leg was swollen down to the ankle. In the evening after supper, my mom
decided that | needed to go to Emergency. She called my dad who was working evening shift at Richmond Hospital to tell him
the situation. As soon as the doctor saw my knee, he sent me for a lot of different kind of blood test, X-ray, and also extracted
fluid from my right knee. He took about 500cc of fluids and sent it to VGH for inspection. The doctor requested us to stay in
the hospital to wait for all of the results. At that time we realized how serious this situation was. During these seemingly short
hours, we experienced the most difficult time in our lives. While my dad returned to work in the laboratory, my mom and |
spent these hours together in prayer. | remember my mom praying to God do not lead us into temptation but deliver us from the
evil one. When she was praying she was crying at the same time, and said, if the Lord intended to do so then she is willing to
accept. My mom prayed in Mandarin (she might have thought I didn’t understand), but I completely knew what she meant. She
was afraid that [ would suffer an incurable disease, which I never thought about before until now. But in my heart I didn’t want
to let my mom to be overwhelmed by my situation. So | prayed to God to protect me and also not letting our enemy triumph
over us. | know that the God | believe is the Almighty God. Because He is the Victor, in Him, we should be more than
conquerors. | also prayed inside of me to God: “Lord, I am willing to receive any result even if tonight my leg be amputated. I
will still praise You Lord, because You love me more than anything else. You even gave Your own Life for me”.

Trials make our prayers more earnest. We enjoy the peace given by God from our prayers, even though the doctor gave
us the results were no reason and no diagnosis.

During the past month, my dad was so frustrated because my situation wasn’t getting better and still the doctors cannot
find the cause. Both my dad and my mom were doctors in China, yet they didn’t know what my disease was, so he started to
research on the Internet everyday. But every time he went online, | requested
him to pray for me instead, because I think it doesn’t matter what caused my
disease, the most important thing is that God wants us to come nearer to Him
through trials, so we may seek Him more.

In early August, we had a Manning Park camp for the Young People’s. 1
intended to go although the doctor advised me not to. She couldn’t convince
me, so she requested me to restrain from sports and strenuous activities. My
mom started to worry again. On Friday afternoon she came home early from work to pack my bag. She asked me if | was
afraid because at that time | was limping. But in that morning while I was doing morning watch, the message was “Worry is
sin” so I passed that message to my mom and told her that so many brothers and sisters are praying for me that there is no need
to be afraid. So my mom sent me to the brother’s car with a peace of mind after she prayed for me.

I really appreciate all the prayers for me and my parents from the brothers and sisters in the church. Although up to today,
the swelling is almost gone, I’m still in pain and still under examinations. It looks like nothing has been solved. Although God
hasn’t removed the difficulty, He has lifted us over it. Praise the Lord this is not our family’s difficulty anymore. If this disease
becomes my whole life’s suffering, I’'m willing to become like Paul who had a thorn in his flesh that | may experience the

sufficient grace which God has prepared for me through my whole life. Praise the Lord!!




